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Fire Department begins campaign to reduce apartment fires

In the last three years in the City of Springfidice crews have responded to more than 150
apartment fires. Of those, 67% have been ruledch @k eidental cause with more than half caused
by careless smoking. Apartment fires are partityleoncerning to the fire service because one
person's actions puts dozens of lives at risk.didvess this issue, the Springfield Fire
Department will begin an educational campaign ip bddress what we are seeing as an upward
trend in apartment fires that could potentiallypbevented.

For three Saturday afternoons in November, beggnNiovember 2, Springfield Fire Companies
have been assigned to nearly 70 apartment compllesegyhout the City. Our focus is the
distribution of educational materials that contfie prevention and fire code information

specific to apartment living — topics that we haeen as the cause of fires in apartments such as
careless smoking, BBQ grill usage, and general dl®eping. Fire Companies visiting these
apartment complexes during a non-emergency eveates an opportunity for the Fire
Department to be seen by the residents, whichrtiesth the information being distributed.

For the last year, the Springfield Fire Departnieat visited apartment complexes following
smoking-related fires to distribute information abthe dangers of smoking. This apartment
canvass builds upon that campaign by being praaatian effort to prevent fires. This
campaign is supported by the property owners anthgexrs of the complexes targeted during
the canvass.

For media only

Media are welcome to attend our canvass, with =ion of the property owner. For a list of
which complexes we will be visiting, contact Fireda_ife Safety Educator Cara Erwin at 864-
1699 orcerwin@springfieldmo.gav




